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tracts of country must be passed, inimical to the constitutions
both of European and Hindoostanee soldiers : the unhealthy
ness of Assam is annually shewn, the climate of Cachar and
the Kubo valley has been proved injurious to the Hindoo-
stanee and Muueepooree, our army was nearly annihilated in
the low swamps and marshes of Pegu, and in Arracan, various
circumstances conspired to render the mortality more fear-
fully great than at any other part of the frontier.    Many of
the predisposing causes ceased to exist, from the moment we
acquired permanent possession of the province, and command
of its resources; the ignorance of the country, to which many
of our misfortunes were mainly attributable, has been suc-
ceeded by the most complete information of the nature of the
routes,,and experience of the climate ; and instead of passing
the rains in Arracan, the only season when extensive sickness
may be apprehended, our troops might with perfect certainty
and ease close the campaign in one season at the capital of
Ava, by an. advance from Aeng, if the most ordinary judg-
ment and care were exercised in the necessary preliminary
arrangements.

51st. I have now completed the description of our eastern
frontier from Assam to Arracan, nearly the whole of which
has been the result of personal examination, and as such, is
submitted with confidence; in proceeding, however, to de-
scribe the countries from which we have been excluded by
the jealousy of the Burmahs, this confidence can no longer be
felt: for I am almost entirely dependant upon native sources
of information for the knowledge I have acquired of thema
and though no pains nor labour have been spared, to attain
to accuracy, by a careful and diligent comparison of the
various accounts received at different times, of the country
between the Ningthee river and Yunan in China, I am sen-
sible that it is defective in many essential particulars, and can
be regarded, only, as the first step, in an extensive field of
interesting inquiry.